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Fieldwork … 

Many different approaches to fieldwork 



Aims of field collection 

• To verify existing names on maps 

• To collect and record “new” names, as used 

locally – by local authorities,  

    by individuals, on signage .... 

• To identify type of place/feature  

    that is named and its location 

• To gather other information  

    about the names or the places/features 
 

• To do this carefully and consistently (with notes 

and maps) for follow up in the office; authorization 

 

 



• Small scale maps/atlases 

• Large scale maps 

• Local municipalities 

• Time tables (e.g. bus); health centres;         

school locations; planning 

• Google Earth; tourism 

Different users need different data 

Difference in type of names; density; language ..... 



What do we need to collect? 

• What do we need to know about a name? 

 

– What are your suggestions? 

 

• Before in the office; in the field; back in the office 

 

• What is basic for inclusion in a “gazetteer”? 

– Name, type of feature, coordinates, admin. unit, map # 

– Previously used names – cross-referenced 



Data fields (elements) 
– Toponym 

– Variants 

– Feature type 

– Administrative unit 

• 1st and 2nd levels 

– Geographical 

coordinates 

• What to record? 

– latitude  and  

longitude 

• How to select 

coordinates? 

 

– Location narrative 

– Map sheet references 

– Status of name 

– Date of approval of name 

– Data source 

– Other fields? 

• geodetic reference 

• meaning of name 

• language 

• historical names 

• pronunciation 

• images of place 

Which of these should we collect in the field? 



Data fields (elements) 

– Toponym 

– Variants 

– Feature type 

– Administrative unit 

• 1st and 2nd levels 

– Geographical 

coordinates 

• What to record? 

– latitude  and  

longitude 

• (GPS) 

 

– Location narrative 

– Map sheet references 

– Status of name 

– Date of approval of name 

– Data source 

– Other fields? 

• geodetic reference 

• meaning of name 

• language 

• historical names 

• pronunciation 

• images of place 

Are these what we should collect in the field? 



http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/bcnames/g2_nl.htm 

British Columbia – Nisga’a names 
 

(Canada) 



Forms for collecting data 

• There are many different forms developed for 

collecting data ... they must be suitable for the 

information you need 
 

• Individual sheets for each named feature 

• Sheets for collection of many named features on 

one page 
 

• Depends how much detail you need for a name 

– (computer collecting may allow for more data fields) 

– can we determine the extent of the feature?  



Sample fieldwork 

sheets 

 

Field worksheet and map 

-use number references 

Example from N. Quebec, Canada 



phonetic writing 

ordinary writing 

remarks 

location 

collector 

Place name investigation Data collection form 

- Denmark 

# 



Name form 

- Indonesia 

Has instructions attached 

about the different items  

of information 



Basic form for collection of data  



Name form used in Brazil ? 

In Portuguese  

And what about indigenous languages? 



BRAZIL 



Give special attention to details ... 

Record what is there –  

do not judge on right  

or wrong 

Develop instructions  

for field collection 

•    for general use of toponymists 

•    perhaps for surveyors’ use  

     e.g. Cyprus 

•    perhaps for specialized collection 

     e.g. Indigenous communities 



Happy field collecting! 




